MAP READING FOR CUBS

	HOW TO SET A MAP

	1
	Turn the map so that what you see on the map matches what’s in front of you.

	
	

	HOW TO FIND MAGNETIC NORTH ON A COMPASS

	Magnetic north = the red end of the needle on your compass always points to magnetic north

	True north = North Star, North Pole

	Grid north = on a map – usually the top

	
	

	1
	To find magnetic north hold your compass level (parallel to the ground)

	2
	Then turn the compass until the red end of the needle lines up with the arrow marked on the glass in the middle of the circle

	3
	The red part of the needle is now pointing north

	
	



	HOW TO READ AN ORDNANCE SURVEY MAP

	
The map of Ireland is broken up into sections using a grid that is divided into 25 squares, listed alphabetically (but with no I square!). This is called the National Grid. 

The map we're looking at represents a section of this national map, and the letters help you to identify which part of the country you're looking at.


	
As well as the letters, there are numbers along the bottom of the map and down the side. With the letters, these numbers are used to locate an exact point on the map. This is called a grid reference. You need to read a grid reference for example to tell someone exactly where you are (rescue) or to decide a route to your destination.





	
	Scale:

	
	The scale is shown on the top edge of the map and tells you the distance that every centimetre on the map is in real life. 

	
	In our example, the scale is written 1 : 50,000. This means that every centimetre on the map represents 50 thousand centimetres on the ground.

	
	50,000 centimetres = ½ km, so each centimetre on the map represents a distance of ½ km on the ground.

	
	Each square on the map measures 2cm, so on the ground that’s 1km.

	
	

	
	Key or Legend:

	
	Colour Coding:

	
	Blue
	Water – light blue represents deeper water than dark blue – not just the sea, but also rivers and lakes

	
	Green
	Land – flat land

	
	Yellow-brown
	Land – hills and mountains – the darker the colour, the higher the ground

	
	

	
	Contour Lines:

	
	Contour lines show the shape and height of hills and mountains.

	
	If the lines are very close together it means the ground is very steep.

	
	If the lines are far apart the ground rises more gradually (easier to climb).

	
	The distance between each line represents 10 metres on the ground.
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